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A MILLION THINGS WE LOVE

ABOUT PLUNGE BEACH HOTEL

Just down the road in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea is Plunge Beach Hotel, a
super conternporary oasis. This beach front hatel has been completely
redone with a modern and whimsical feel, If you're looking for o quick
staycation or a place for your "out of towners,” take the Plunge.

A MHLLION THINGS
[0 LOVE ABOUT

BY SUSAMN ROSSER

A middle-aged couple
finds the fountain of youth
in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
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T
e Details, Detafls. 1t was clear from the moment m:
.“jm{?’l&“ Emﬂ husband Richard and | entered the uptly-anmwy
Ener | Plunge Beach Hotel, that no detail was too small
foritscrentors to consider. In faet, what separates
Plunge from the hyper-competitive beach hotel
market are the smeller things that moke you
smile — and sometimes even kawgh, Who doesn't

love o waiter wearing a t-shirt emblazoned with
the phiase *1 hate tips — said no Juan ever” &




et's start at the beglnning.

The front desk wos completely

covgred with retro-style
surl, skate and travel stickers. For
me, these stickers serwid o5 both o
funny reminder of my seventh grade
algebra notebook, and o personal
re-boot for the weekend, Irnmediotehy,
| knewr this was not an ordinary,
stuffy and corporate hotel. We clearly
hod entered another world — one
considerably maore hip and y'qul_hl'aﬂ"f
than our typical universe, The lnkby
decar was o clear tribute to the
madern-indwstrial SoHo loft-but with
plenty of more personol tqu'::hcs that
made s feel welcome. Thie colorful
ond plush furnishings s¢rved oz a
warm contrast to the gement grey
Aoors and expased duect work on
the ceilings So whilethere s o
distinct and edgy "I|_3"nL: honw eaal
and hip we are” thifig going on,
vee were alsa acutely aware that
wie were just stepsi¥rom the ocean
{The three colorful surfhoards
mounted on o lobly wall drove
that point hame,) &

Ewen the walk 16 our room was
fun. The royal blue hollways are
lined with white, funky picture
*frames” that are hand-pointed
directly onto the walls framing
historical phatos along with old-
timey scenes of Florida. A haond
painted white wave runs the
length of the hallwoy — another
vivid reminder of the beach. In
fact, the artwork throsghout the
entire hiotel hos been carefully
curnted to omplify the cutting-
edge style of Plunge.

By the time we reached
our acean-front room, 1 had
completely forgotten about my
stressful week at work. (Do [ even
hove a job? [ wandered.) Finding
a beach ball on the bed was just icing
on the coke. Even at S3-years-old, s
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ToF Each cool and contemparary guest
reom ks adommed with a playful beach
ball. LEFT Surfbcards moumted directly
on o |obby wall serva as beach inspired
artwork, AROVE A S50 ouitside the coffes
shog is & remander that this is a hotel with
asense of umar



DINING OFTIONS

' The Octopus Bar and Restaurant
The stand-out restaurant at Plunge
is The Octopus Bar and Restaurant,
[ which is completely open to the
labby and makes for great people
watching. The funky gastropul and
eatery serves an eclectic meanu in
tapas style or larger portions, and is
open-daily from 4pm to 10pm. Guests
can mingle around a large, semi-
circular, copper-topped bar, or chill
| irane of the many colorfully plush
lounge seating areas.
i A sampling of Octopus’s appetizing, tasting-sized menu options
! include: salmaon rillette topped with fried capers, lemon and créme
' fraiche; coco mussels in a kaffir-lime coconut broth; Mapa cabbage with
grilled country broad; and fried clam strips
with roasted anian aisli and red peppers.
Tapas prices range from 511 tc 515
Far those who've warked up an appetite
cn the beach, larger sized portions include
Flarida shrimp tagliatelle drizzled in 2
tomato-lemon fondue, thyme and tarragen;
and grilled tri-tip roast with seared heirlaom
tomatoes. Entrée prices range from S13 to 525
"Dctopus has a distinctive and artsy vibe 50
we created the mend to have a sassy spin on
traditional American comfort foods” said Will
Silbernagel. Food and Beverage Director.

|I i
;{. anov Grilked ocvopas with white beans Tor Tagliatelbs with florida shrimp

F&R LEFT Hand-pamited frames
with retro photos ling the
hatal Wallways, LEFT Plunge has
an edlectic collectson of art
sure to bring a smila.

Backflip Beach Bar & Kitchen

Kick back and relax at Backflip Beach Bar & Kitchen
the ultimate laid-back beach bar. Serving local
brewws and rum-fueled cocktails that would make
Hemingway smile, their fresh juice-infused drinks
have just the right amount of kick. Sit back and
listen to the waves. Hungry? Dig into street tacos,
delectable sandwiches and fresh salads, sereed
right sut of the beach kitchen so you never have 1o
take your toes out of the sand.

Bean B Barnacle

Kick-start your day at Bean & Bamacle the coffes
shiop and market with local, fresh-brewed Wells
coffes, served alongside platiers of sweet, delicious
pastries and braakfast sandwiches. Later, drop

by for hand-carved artisan sandwiches and ather
savory, Easy-to-snag selections, For a cool treat
after the beach, enjov-a galate.
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GRANT



CLOCHWISE FROM TOP (eean froed rocm;
a“grassy” ottoman room decoration;
industrial style light fxtures at the an-
trance;a whew from the beach; there is
a challboard im every room — we used
alps tar love notes, Dom't hate us,

B2 [erpmasaribo

%%€  when [ see an inflated beoch ball,

[ fieel compelled to tap it up in the oir Llike
o small child. Ocher room furnishings
included o dresseeddesk unit and
nighestands meads of thlel plsaod with
intentionolly unfinished edges, adding

o the industrial feel, We agreed that our
favarite twuch wos the otteman made of
a green and grassy fobric adormed with
rad and erange fabric maple leaves, Each
room alss has o chalkboord, which we
used bo leave litthe love nates 1o each
other during our weekend — a tongible
reminder of why we decided we needed

o weekend oway [n the first place. Plus, it
wos just sort of fun seeing whe could write
the cutest nowe on the board, »

Soon after check-in, we hgéde-i out to
the beach for o quick nw'.lj;"'ln the prean
and 0 eockiail or Backilip; the hovel’s bar
on the beach, Our plondwos to have one
drink, shower back af the room and then
head out to dmm:r:"Huwe'.'E:', wra couldn't
think of onywhete we would rother eaf
than right lljl.e?\e' or the beach, We stoyed
for dinner{ond a few more drinks with
namestke "Tweet me Ishmael" and
]'::I:;g‘i;r' Baoat Meeded”) and had a varlery

Ll steeer style tncns — our favorite was

a tie between the garlic shrimp ond the
caulifiower ond chickpea.

With its edgy and contermporary Aair,
Plunae Beach Hotel sl monages ta bea
wiartm and inviting hideaoway with a great
zense af humaor. There are hilarious signs,
funny swaff t-shirts ond original modern
art to keep wou smiling. Al weekend lang,
[ hod the feeling | hod been invited to o
party with the cool kids — and that was
arctuanlly ane of them. ®

Plunge Beach Hotel is located ot 4660
El Mar Drive in Louderdale-By-The-Seq
hetween A1A and the Atlantic Ocean.



